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I literally divided myself into two, keeping my outlook on life
and my ideas on literary work strictly insulated from my association
with the Communist Party. I exercised extraordinary care to keep
the two parts from coming into conflict. Nevertheless, conflicts
did occur frequently.
The orator, Jayakanthan, who stood up on political platforms to
make thundering speeches was one man; the writer, Jayakanthan,
who did his literary work alone and in peace was a different man.
I lived my life with the clearest awareness of this duality.17
The Chinese attack on India in 1962, and the internal controversies
within the Communist Party that it gave rise to, pushed Jayakanthan
towards defining rigorously for himself his personal position. He was
deeply moved by what he regarded as Nehru's highminded attempt
to explain to the Indian peoplfe that they were not at war with China's
culture nor with the great achievements of China's past or present.
India sought only to defend itself against some wrong actions of the
Chinese government;
Nehru's remarkable composure made me understand his great
love for the people of the world and the Chinese people. Every
single action of his during that period testified to the breadth of
his vision. The high regard that I had for Mao Tse-tung and Liu
Shao-chi was fully dissipated. I saw those Communist leaders as
narrowrninded and frenzied national-chauvinists___Was I to
accept the leadership of such men, claim spiritual kinship with
them, and believe myself to be a true Communist? Never! I was
proud to be a citizen of a country where Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
lived, a country that Nehru guided. I would not hide my feeling of
pride arid I displayed it openly in my speeches on Communist
platforms.18
The Communist Party joined hands with the Congress Party and
two other groups to establish a "nationalist front" to fight the DMK
in elections'to the Madras corporation. Despite his growing mis-
givings concerning his own position vis-a-vis the Communist
Party, this development was welcome to Jayakanthan. He felt that
he was fulfilling his political duty by carrying on anti-DMK propa-
ganda on the platform of the nationalist front.